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Prose to Verse 1

From the Old English Prose Consolation of Philosophy (ch. 9)

Ponne séo sunne on hadrum heofone beorhtost scined ponne apéostriad ealle steorran, forpam
pe heora beorhtnes ne béod nan beorhtnes for hire.



Prose to Verse 1

From the Old English Prose Consolation of Philosophy (ch. 9)

Ponne séo sunne on hadrum heofone beorhtost scined ponne apéostriad ealle steorran, forpam
pe heora beorhtnes ne béod nan beorhtnes for hire.

From the Old English Verse Consolation of Philosophy (m6)

Ponne sio sunne sweotolost scined,

hadrost of hefone, hrade biod adystrod

ealle ofer eordan  0dre steorran,

fordZm hiora birhtu ne bid auht

t0 gesettane  wid p&re sunnan léoht. (3-7)



Prose to Verse 2

From the Old English Prose Consolation of Philosophy (ch. 29)

be de wille fullice anweald agan, hé sceal tiligan Zrest paxt hé habbe anweald his agenes
modes, and ne sie t6 ungerisenlice underdéod his unpéawum.



Prose to Verse 2

From the Old English Prose Consolation of Philosophy (ch. 29)

be de wille fullice anweald agan, hé sceal tiligan Zrest paxt hé habbe anweald his agenes
modes, and ne sie t6 ungerisenlice underdéod his unpéawum.

From the Old English Verse Consolation of Philosophy (m16)

Sé pe wille anwald agon, donne sceal hé Zrest tilian

pat hé his selfes on sefan age

anwald innan, py 1&®s hé Zfre sie

his unpéawum  eall underdyded. (1—4)



Prose to Verse 3

From the Old English Prose Consolation of Philosophy (ch. 38)

Ic pé mag reccan of ealdum léasum spellum sum swide anlic spell pZre spr&ce pe wit na ymbe
sprxcon.



Prose to Verse 3

From the Old English Prose Consolation of Philosophy (ch. 38)

Ic pé mag reccan of ealdum léasum spellum sum swide anlic spell pZre spr&ce pe wit na ymbe
sprxcon.

From the Old English Verse Consolation of Philosophy (m26)

Ic pé mag éade ealdum and leasum
spellum reccan  sprce gelice
efne disse ilcan  pe wit ymb sprecad. (1-3)



Prose Syntax: Headclauses

(1) [g Se cyning] [, hine] [, lufode]

cwad)

(2) [g Se cyning] [, him to] [,

(3) s Se cyning] [y géaf] [o: him] lod land]
(4) [,y P] [, wolde] [¢ se cyning] [, hie] | gewemman|

) | Ady Ng] ls gé| v habbad] [

Vnon—fin

gehyrad] [, be bam tyn bebodum]

Vnon—fin



Prose Syntax: Subclauses

(6) [, Pa] [ héo] [y bat] [, gehérden]

(7)  [og bt [ man] [, cristene men] [, to déade] [, ne fordéme] |

v

(8 [,y bonne] [ We] [, drne hneccan] [, mid pam stolum] [, befod]

P

(9)  [uq P2 D3] [ he] [, gebletsode and brc] [, fif hlafas]



Verse Syntax: Headclauses

(10) [, Nes] [, him] [¢ fruma] [, , &fre]

() [ Gewat] [, him] [, , ba] [, t6 warode]

(12) [y hine] [ weard] [, biheold]

(13) [ hleahtor] [, waes] [, gryrelic]

Genesis A sb

Beowulf234a

Guthlac A 105b

Riddle 33 3b



Verse Syntax: Subclauses

(14)  [oq bzt [y hine] [ weroda god] [, wordum] [, nzgde] | Exodus 23

(15)  [oq hwzper [, cwice] [, lifdon] / [ pa be ...] ] Andreas 129b-1302



Verb Position

OE is a verb-second (V2) language in at least some respects [...]. [I]n short, topical-
ization of one constituent to a left-peripheral position (spec,CP) is required in root

clauses, although the verb in most cases only moves to T. (Ringe I1, 394)
TP
Spec,{\T ’
T VP
spec,VP 4
PN



Verbs as Particles

In verse, particles are normally placed together at the beginning of the clause, either
before or after the first stress-word [...]. If displaced from these normal positions,
particles [...] receive rhythmic stress. (Terasawa 28)



Displaced Verbs

X X 7/ /X ‘ X s 7/ X
Hwzt! | We Gardena | in géardagum

/N x‘ x s/ x
beodcynlnga prym gefrunon Beowulf 1-2



Variation 1/2

X X X 7/ X ‘ 7/ N X 7/
N sceolon herigan | heofonrices weard,
~— N~

e X e X X X 7/ X e

meotodes meahte | and his modgepanc,
N~—

7 /7 X N ‘ X X 7 X X 7
weorc wuldorfzder | swa hé wundra gehwes,
N—}——

/X / X ‘ /7 X s/ X
éce drihten | 6r onstalde.

Cedmon’s Hymn 1—4



Variation 2/2

X 7 X X
He &rest SCOP 601'6211'1 bearnum

heofon 1o hrofe | halig scyppen
heofon 6 hrofe | halig scyppend,
7 X N X 7

X 7
04 middangeard ‘ moncynnes weard,

/X / X ‘ /7 X / X
éce drihten | zfter téode

/ X X
firum foldan ‘ fréa xlmihtig.

Cedmon’s Hymn 5—9



Poetic Diction

P Archaisms (encouraged by alliterative requirement)
P Compounding (encouraged by metrical constraints)
Recommendation: learn both elements of a compound.

More in session 8.


https://langeslag.uni-goettingen.de/oepoetics/slides/Poetic.Diction.mp4

Translation

Wiht cwom gongan  p&r weras s&ton

monige on m&dle, mode snottre;

hxfde an €age ond €aran twa,

ond twa fét, twelf hund heafda,

hrycg ond wombe ond honda twa,

earmas ond eaxle, anne sweoran

ond sidan twa. Saga hwzt ic hatte. (Riddle 86)


https://theexeterbook.exeter.ac.uk/viewer.html?imageset=single&image=128v
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