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Overview
Course Description
This course is aimed at improving students’ Old English reading comprehension byway of a florilegium of little-studied texts,
notes, and scribbles. In the process, it will also introduce them to a wealth of knowledge about medieval culture, as nearly
every text we will read draws on some particular tradition or convention, such as the divine office; themeasuring of time; the
Christian’s role in Church; biblical typology; medieval charms and magic; or the three estates. Thus students will come away
with a broad spectrum of insights into early medieval culture as well as an improved grasp of the language, while the variety
of genres encountered will furthermore give them a sense for the range found within the corpus of Old English.

Assessment
For students in B.Eng.602, a written exam (60 minutes, 15 February 2023 at 10:00 sharp in Theologicum -1.110) covers the
seminar material. (The associated lecture course will be assessed in a separate exam to be administered by its convenor;
you’ll want to register separately for each of the two exams.) The seminar exam will consist of questions on the texts and
cultural concepts discussed in class, as well as the translation of unseen Old English prose. Full specifications may be found
here. Weekly translation work, written introductions to the texts, and in-class instruction will serve alongside active class
participation to prepare you for the exam. Students of B.Eng.631 write a term paper and do not attend the lecture course.

Required Texts and Resources
Textswill bemade available online and inprint. Youare advised to keepa grammar anddictionary ofOldEnglish close at hand
throughout the term (see Recommended Resources below). My videos for B.Eng.601 may also help refresh your knowledge
of Old English grammar and translation strategies.

Readings
In the first sessionwewill look at a collectionof brief notes and scribbles thatwill bemadeavailable in class. For the remainder
of the term, I have curated and edited the following range of texts (mostly sorted in ascending order of length and difficulty):

• A Newtonian proverb (1 clause)1
• A cryptogram in Bodley 572 (1 clause)
• The Brussels Cross inscription (3 clauses plus 2 verse lines)
• Two metrical proverbs in Royal 2 B. v (3 verse lines)
• A compound prose riddle in Cotton Vitellius E. xviii (5 clauses)
• The age of the Virgin Mary (5 clauses)
• Morning devotion (5 clauses)
• Against gout (8 clauses)
• The Apostles’ Creed (21 clauses)
• An injunction against bloodletting (8 clauses)
• A penitential prayer (9 clauses)
• Solomon’s gold (9 clauses)

1. I have defined reading units that are often one syntactical clause in length, to help in the assignment of translation turns.

1

https://flexnow2.uni-goettingen.de/modulbeschreibungen/27548.pdf
https://flexnow2.uni-goettingen.de/modulbeschreibungen/3180.pdf
https://www.geodata.uni-goettingen.de/lageplan/?ident=5361_1_2.OG_2.101
https://flexnow2.uni-goettingen.de/modulbeschreibungen/27544.pdf
https://langeslag.uni-goettingen.de
https://lageplan.uni-goettingen.de/?ident=5331_3_2.OG_2.306
mailto:planges@uni-goettingen.de
https://langeslag.uni-goettingen.de/oddities
https://lageplan.uni-goettingen.de/?ident=5276_1_1.UG_-1.110
https://ecampus.uni-goettingen.de:443/h1/pages/startFlow.xhtml?_flowId=detailView-flow&unitId=11436&periodId=275&navigationPosition=hisinoneLehrorganisation,examEventOverview
https://langeslag.uni-goettingen.de/oddities/handouts/Exam.Specifications.pdf
https://langeslag.uni-goettingen.de/medlit/
https://langeslag.uni-goettingen.de/oddities/texts/A_Newtonian_proverb.pdf
https://langeslag.uni-goettingen.de/oddities/texts/A_cryptogram.pdf
https://langeslag.uni-goettingen.de/oddities/texts/The_Brussels_Cross_inscription.pdf
https://langeslag.uni-goettingen.de/oddities/texts/Two_metrical_proverbs.pdf
https://langeslag.uni-goettingen.de/oddities/texts/A_compound_prose_riddle.pdf
https://langeslag.uni-goettingen.de/oddities/texts/The_age_of_the_Virgin_Mary.pdf
https://langeslag.uni-goettingen.de/oddities/texts/Morning_devotion.pdf
https://langeslag.uni-goettingen.de/oddities/texts/Against_gout.pdf
https://langeslag.uni-goettingen.de/oddities/texts/The_Apostles_Creed.pdf
https://langeslag.uni-goettingen.de/oddities/texts/An_injunction_against_bloodletting.pdf
https://langeslag.uni-goettingen.de/oddities/texts/A_penitential_prayer.pdf
https://langeslag.uni-goettingen.de/oddities/texts/Solomons_gold.pdf


• A tranquil mind (10 clauses)
• The six ages of the world (11 clauses)
• Permission to ring bells (12 clauses)
• Alleluia (18 clauses)
• Jerome and Damasus (19 clauses)
• An encyclopaedic sequence in Cotton Julius A. ii (18 clauses)
• Thureth (11 verse lines)
• Ælfric on just war (30 clauses)
• Ælfric’s Three Estates (34 clauses)
• The typology of church bells (33 clauses)
• Æcerbot (38 clauses plus 38 verse lines)
• TheWhale (88 verse lines)
• A verse prayer (79 verse lines)
• Nocturns (37 clauses)
• Psalter introductions (45 clauses)
• Ely guild regulations (29 sentences)

Iwill use Stud.IP’s Blubber plugin to announcewhatwe’re reading eachweek, so you’ll always knoweven if youmiss a session.

Diversity
This course is run with the understanding that students bring a variety of backgrounds into the classroom in such domains
as socioeconomics, appearance, culture, religion, ability, gender, age, home/family situation, and sexual identity. With dif-
ferent backgrounds come different needs and sensitivities. If you feel your needs or those of a fellow student require special
attention or are being compromised, please feel free tomake this known tome bywhatever channel seemsmost appropriate.
(For more serious concerns, the Faculty and the University each have their own points of contact.) I will treat all requests
seriously and with confidentiality, and will seek to make accommodations within my abilities and reason. At the same time,
you too owe it to your fellow students to treat them with respect regardless of their background and identity. Do not stand
in the way of anyone’s well-being.

Tutorials
If you want extra practice with translation from Old English, look for tutorials and reading groups on Stud.IP.

Recommended Resources
Baker, Peter S. Introduction to Old English. 3rd ed. Malden, MA: Wiley–Blackwell, 2012.

The standard current textbook.

. “Old English Aerobics.” http://www.oldenglishaerobics.net.

Old English grammar and translation exercises.

Bosworth, Joseph, ed. An Anglo-Saxon Dictionary. Ed. and enlarged by T. Northcote Toller. With enlarged addenda and corri-
genda by Alistair Campbell. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1973. https://bosworthtoller.com.

The most complete dictionary of Old English to date, if rather outdated (the main dictionary was published in 1898). Please
note that the online surrogate represents the 1898 edition, not the 1973 edition with Campbell’s revisions and addenda.

Cameron, Angus, Ashley Crandell Amos, Antonette diPaolo Healey, et al., eds. Dictionary of Old English: A to I. Toronto: Dic-
tionary of Old English Project, 2018. https://doe.utoronto.ca/.

The best, if incomplete, dictionary of Old English. Accessible to Göttingen students via this link.
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Campbell, Alistair. Old English Grammar. Oxford: Clarendon, 1959.

The most affordable pure reference grammar.

ClarkHall, J. R., ed.AConcise Anglo-SaxonDictionary. 4th ed.Medieval AcademyReprints for Teaching 14. Toronto: University
of Toronto Press, 1960.

An affordable paperback dictionary, if outdated.

Hasenfratz, Robert, and Thomas J. Jambeck, eds. Reading Old English. Revised edition. Morgantown, WV: West Virginia Uni-
versity Press, 2011.

A current and especially user-friendly introduction to Old English.

Hogg, Richard M., and R. D. Fulk. A Grammar of Old English. 2 vols. Chichester: Wiley–Blackwell, 1992–2011.

The most up-to-date and detailed reference grammar, though needlessly expensive.

Holthausen, F[erdinand], ed. Altenglisches etymologisches Wörterbuch. Heidelberg: Carl Winter, 1934.

A concise reference work on the origins of specific words; but you may findWiktionary is more complete.

Marsden, Richard, ed. The Cambridge Old English Reader. 2nd ed. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015.

A good selection of texts (though not much beyond the trodden path) accompanied by detailed notes, a glossary, and refer-
ence grammar.

Mitchell, Bruce, and Fred C. Robinson. A Guide to Old English. 8th ed. Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2012.

A solid standard textbook now gradually aging out of use.

“Wiktionary.” https://www.wiktionary.org.

A pretty robust resource for its etymological and inflectional sections.
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