1: Old English Basics and Nominals



Optional Tutorials

Language/Seminar Tutorial

» Thursdays 4pm: Waldweg 26, room 4.105
(starts next week)

Lecture Tutorials

» Friday 29 June 10:00-14:00, SEP Medienraum (0.244)
» Friday 6 July 14:00-19:00, SEP Medienraum (0.244)



Figure: Northwestern Europe c. 400 (map: public domain / WMC)


https://secure.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/wiki/File:Blank_map_europe.svg
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A Taste of Old English

Genesis

On angynne gesceop God heofonan 7 eordan.

Se eorde sodlice was idel 7 @mti, 7 peostra waron ofer dxre
nywelnysse bradnysse; 7 Godes gast ws geferod ofer wateru.
God cwad da: “Gewurde leoht,” 7 leoht wxard geworht.



A Fusional Language

Fusional languages (Latin, German, Old English) may overlay multiple
data points onto the same morpheme.

m singular  plural
Nom. stan stanas
Acc. stan stanas
Gen.  stanes stana

Dat. stane stanum




Flexible Word Order

The servant  seeks  the king

The king seeks  the servant
Se peow séced pone cyning
Pone cyning  séced se peow
Pone cyning  se peéow séced
Se peow pone cyning  séced
Se cyning séced pone peaw




Language Learning Strategy

Learn to parse!

» Divide a sentence up into clauses where applicable
She says | she can’t
It helps to identify conjunctions:

I run | o I must

» Identify subject, predicator, direct object, indirect object
[Mary] gave (Jobn) <a punch in the face>

» Identify prepositional and adverbial phrases
It was Colonel Mustard (in the library) (with the lead pipe)
The world ended (yesterday)

» Identify inflections to analyze syntax and phrases
Dem Mann gab die Frau ein Geschenk Gottes
Hie weron englum gelice



Language Learning Strategy

Memorize

AN

Pronouns (6 “inclusive” paradigms)

3 noun classes (4 to 6 paradigms)

Weak verbs (2 paradigms)

Basics of strong verb conjugation

Principles of adjectival declension (2 “inclusive” paradigms)

Core vocabulary

Tools

Textbook

Paradigms (handout)

Magic Sheet of Old English Inflections (handout)
Strong verb cheatsheet (handout)

Flashcards (e.g. yorku.ca/inpar; flash.langeslag.org; DIY)


https://www.wiley.com/en-us/A+Guide+to+Old+English%2C+8th+Edition-p-9780470671078
http://studium.langeslag.org/medlit18/handouts/01_Old.English.paradigms.pdf
http://www.oldenglishaerobics.net/resources/magic_A4.pdf
http://studium.langeslag.org/medlit18/handouts/02_Strong.Verb.Cheatsheet.pdf
http://www.yorku.ca/inpar/Old_English.html
http://flash.langeslag.org

Nominals: Nouns, Pronouns, Adjectives

Old English nominals inflect for:

> case: nominative, accusative, genitive, dative, (instrumental);
» number: singular, (dual,) plural;
» gender: masculine, neuter, feminine;

» pronouns also inflect for person: first, second, third.



Case

These are the basic uses of the cases:

Nominative  subject, subject complement, address

Accusative direct object, object complement

Genitive possession, description, adverbial uses
(note the partitive genitive construction)

Dative interest, instrumental, possession, adverbial uses (e.g.
time), comparison, (absolute)

Instrumental means/manner, comparison, (accompaniment), time




Nominative

Accusative

Genitive

> Se cyning is god
The king is good

» Ic geséo minne cyning
I see my king

> Adelfled wxs pas cyninges dohtor
Athelfled was the kings daughter

» Se wxs |gira manna médgast ealra
He was the bravest of all those men




Dati
e » He geaf his dohtor Burgréde cyninge

He gave bis daughter to King Burgred

> Pa weard God pam werode wrad
Then God became angry with that host

» Hie wxron englum gelice
They were like angels

» Him wes pearf micel

lit. To him there was great need
Dative with

instrumental Se palm e drihten sylf sette his agenum handum

The palm tree which the Lord planted with bis own bands

function

> Pa was gast ofer holm boren miclum spédum
Then the spirit was carried across the sea at great speed




Prepositions

be “about, near” +dat. be streame

ymb “about, after” +acc. ymb stream
andlang “along” +gen. andlang streames
mid “with” +dat./acc./inst. mid stream(e)
wid “against, towards”  +acc./dat. wid stream(e)

With many locative prepositions, motion dictates case:

Preposition  Stasis/Dative Motion/Accusative
in pam hase pxt has

ofer pam stade pone sz

under pam hrzgle pat hregel

Cf. German in der Stadt vs. in die Stadt;
Latin in ecclesia vs. in ecclésiam.



Distal Demonstrative Pronoun se

Masc. sg. Neut. sg. Fem. sg. Plural

Nom. se pact s€o
Acc.  pone paxt pa
Gen.  pas pas pzre
Dat.  pam pam pzre
Inst.  py by

pa
pa
para
pam

» Se cyning is déad

» Ic s€o pone cyning

» Ic eom paxs cyninges sunu
» Ic hiere pam cyninge

» Py sweorde ic hine ofslch



Proximal Demonstrative Pronoun pes

Masc. sg. Neut. sg. Fem. sg. Plural
Nom. pes pis péos pas
Acc.  pisne pis pas pas
Gen.  pisses pisses pisse pissa
Dat.  pissum pissum pisse pissum
Inst.  pys pys




Personal Pronouns: First Person

1sg. 1dual 1pl
Nom. ic wit weé
Acc. mé unc us
Gen. min uncer ure
Dat. mé unc us




Personal Pronouns: Second Person

2sg. 2dual 2pl
Nom. pu git geé
Acc.  pé inc gow
Gen. pin  incer  Eower
Dat.  pe inc eow




Personal Pronoun: Third Person

Masc. sg. Neut. sg.

Fem. sg. Plural

Nom.

Acc.
Gen.
Dat.

hée hit
hine hit
his his
him him

héo hie
hie hie
hire hira

hire him




Interrogative Pronoun

Masc./fem. Neut.
Nom. hwa hwzt
Acc.  hwone hwet
Gen.  hwas hwzs
Dat.  hwiam hwam
Inst.  hwy hwy




Weak Versus Strong

Any given noun or verb is either strong or weak; it doesn’t routinely
switch between these categories.

Old English adjectives decline according to context: they decline strong
where they are the first element in the noun phrase, otherwise they are
weak.

» Strong: OE har stan (“a grey stone”) or German grofier Mann
» Weak: OE Se stan (“the grey stone”) or German der Mann



Weak Versus Strong

» Strong adjectives typically convey more precise grammatical
information:

» Strong German grofies vs. weak
» Strong Old English harne vs weak
» Weak adjectives have simplified inflection, thus have to be analyzed
using their modifiers and governing verbs.
Der Koffer gebirt dem Mann.
Das ist der Koffer des Mannes.

On dam stan. (“On/in the grey rock.”)
On done stan. (“Towards the grey rock.”)

Gemyndig ic beo pines. (“I am mindful of your name.”)
On pinum gebel me. (“In your name heal me.”)



Weak Versus Strong

m singular plural  singular plural
Nom. stan stanas nama naman
Acc. stan stanas naman naman
Gen. stanes stana naman namena
Dat. stane stanum naman namum




Strong Nouns: Masculine and Neuter

m singular plural  singular plural
Nom. stan stanas  dzg dagas
Acc.  stan stanas  dxg dagas
Gen.  stanes  stana dxges daga
Dat.  stane stanum  dage dagum
n singular  plural singular  plural
Nom. word word scip scipu
Acc.  word word scip scipu
Gen.  wordes  worda scipes scipa
Dat.  worde  wordum scipe scipum




Strong Nouns: Feminine

f singular plural singular plural
Nom. lar lara giefu giefa
Acc.  lare lara giefe giefa
Gen. lare lara giefe giefa
Dat.  lare larum  giefe giefum




Weak Nouns

m/n  singular plural  singular plural
Nom. nama naman  eage eagan
Acc. naman  naman  €age €agan
Gen. naman  namena €agan eagena
Dat. naman  namum é€agan €agum




Example Sentences

StI‘Oﬁg masculine g-stem noun: stan

Se stan is ormatlice micel.

Hwilc fader wile syllan his cylde stan?

Stephanus wzs stanum worpod.

Stanes gecynd is heard.

Hi druncon of am gastlican stane, and se stan was Crist.

Hi ne forlztad on pe stan ofer stane.

Heora mulas pa mihton gan sona, pe @r stodon astifode on stana

gelicnysse.

Weak masculine noun: nama
Adam him eallum naman gesceop.
Da sette Adam eft hire oderne naman: Aeua.

On minum naman hi adrzfad deoflu.

Hys nama wxs Symeon.



Practice Sentences

Se casere was ofslagen.
Se yroling lufad pone xcer.

Pa gesawon pat his pegnas.

Gyt ne com min tid.

>
>
>
» Da com Willelm eorl fram geondan sz.
>
» Eower tid is symble gearu.

>

Samuhe] da ferde be Godes hxse to Bethleem.



