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Do Not Come Looking for These!

P End-rhyme (But The Riming Poem!)
P Stanzas (But Deor!)
P Refrains (But Deor!)

- SericeavHable counes
P The same footcontour throughoutapoem

Me lifes onlah  se pis leoht onwrah,
ond pzt torhte geteoh, tillice onwrah.

Glad was ic gliwum, glenged hiwum,
blissa bleoum, blostma hiwum. Riming Poem 14



Syllable Structure

syllable
onset rhyme

/N

nucleus coda



What Is Rhyme?

The exact or approximate repetition of sounds (for poetic effect).



What Is Rhyme?

The exact or approximate repetition of sounds (for poetic effect).

By this definition, all of the following count as rhyme:

End-rhyme The repetition at the end of two or more lines of the rhyme (i.e.
nucleus and coda) of a stressed syllable along with any subsequent
unstressed syllables

Internal rhyme The repetition within a single line of the rhyme of a stressed syllable
along with any subsequent unstressed syllables

Slant rhyme Approximate repetition of the rhyme of a stressed syllable along with
any subsequent unstressed syllables

Assonance Repetition of the same vowel sound

Paranomasia The use of similar-sounding words; includes slant rhyme and assonance

Alliteration Repetition of the onset* of a stressed syllable

* See Russom.
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Figure 1: Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS Junius 11, p. 5 (detail); (c) Bodleian Library



https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/inquire/p/82365036-24f3-4c43-95fe-0a4a4d94d90a
https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/inquire/p/7cd4eb10-1d7a-45f8-abc2-7ced9793e75b
https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/terms.html
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/

Rhythm

P Two verses per long line

X / / X / X / X
(separated by a cacsura) Oft Scyld Scéﬁng ‘ scea]}ena préatum,
P Two feet per verse
/ X / N X X /
P One full lift per foot monegum macg])um ‘ r@setla ofteah,
P Variable number of unstressed syllables SXX /X | X X /X s

egsode eorlas,

/ AN / X X X / X X 7
feasceaft funden. ‘ He pes frofre gebid
/ X X / X / AN X
WEOX under wolcnum

sydodan &rest weard
per foot

/7 N X
of)bxt h1m xghwylc ‘ })ara ymb51ttendra
s 7/ X
ofer hronrade ‘ hyran scolde
7/ 7/ X

gomban gyldan. ‘ Pt was god cyning.
Beowulf 4-11



Alliteration

>

vV v VvV

One (usually the first)
or both lifts in the
a-verse

First lift in the b-verse
Never the second lift
in the b-verse

Vowels alliterate
among themselves

sc, sp, st keep to
themselves

X 7/ 7/ X ‘ 7/ X 7/ X
Oft Scyld Scéfing | sceapena préatum,
N—
7/ X 7/ N X X 7/

monegum m&gpum ‘ meodosetla oftéah,
~—— ~—

7/ X X 7 X
egsode eorlas,
7/ AN 7/ X X X /s X X 7/
féasceaft funden. ‘ He pes frofre gebﬁd

7/ X X 7/
weéox under wolcnum

X X 7 X 7
syddan &rest weard

’
/7 7/ N X

o’é]mt hirn ighwylc ‘ bara ymb51ttendra
X X
ofer hronrade ‘ hyran scolde

/ / X

gomban gyldan. ‘ Pt was god cyning,.

sc-alliteration

vowel alliteration

vowel alliteration

Beowulf4-11



Common Misconceptions About Alliteration in Old English Verse



Special Kinds of Alliteration
Crossed Alliteration
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Crossed Alliteration
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Special Kinds of Alliteration
Crossed Alliteration

X X /7 X 7

swa se halga wer ‘ hergende was Azarias 49
Transverse Alliteration

s X ‘
sancte Petres preostas sy})ban Seasons for Fasting 100
Linked Alliteration

7/ X /s X 7/ 7/ N X
sin¢ zt symle. | Sele hlifade

/ X / N / N X /
héah ond hornggap; | headowylma bad Beowulf 81-82



Schema of the Old English Verse Line

a-verse (on-verse) b-verse (off-verse)

Jx caesura l

type A léodum lidost . ond lofgeornost
1 T T 1
lifts: 1 2 3 4
T T T
1 2 3

alliteration:

type C

Beowulf 3182



Not in the Manuscripts

P> Verselayout

- Modern punctuation
- Modern capitalization
P Line numbers

P Modern emendations
P (Visible caesuras)
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