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Heorot: Origin Stories

Tread carefully! The search for a model of the hall is bound up with nationalism, dating, the
geographical origin of the poem and its sources, and the sunk cost fallacy.



Heorot: Origin Stories

Tread carefully! The search for a model of the hall is bound up with nationalism, dating, the
geographical origin of the poem and its sources, and the sunk cost fallacy.

Don’t be like Sarrazin (1886):
[Dlie Grendelsage sowol, [sic] wie die urspriingliche dichtung von Beowulfs kampf
mit Grendel sind in Dinemark entstanden. Der verfasser des epos war ein dinischer
skalde, der vermutlich am kénigshéfe von Lethra sich eine zeit lang aufgehalten hatte.
Das angelsichsische Beowulfepos ist in seinem ersten teil eine durch interpolationen
erweiterte freie tibersetzung dieses bis auf 2 strophen verloren gegangenen gedichts.

(181)



Heorot: Architectural Reference Points 1/3

Figure 1: Reconstructed longhouse, Viking Museum Borg, Vestvigay (Lofoten, Norway; CC-BY-SA
Jorg Hempel)


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/de/deed.en
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Borg_Vestv%C3%A5g%C3%B8y_LC0165.jpg

Heorot: Architectural Reference Points 2./3

Figure 2: Reconstructed longhouse, Haroldswick (Shetland; CC-BY-SA David Dixon)


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/5922889
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Figure 3: Reconstructed longhouse, Haroldswick (Shetland; CC-BY-SA Carroll Pierce)


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/7555844

Lejre

P Hall 1 built c. 550, overlooking the stream Hjorterende and immediately beside a Bronze
Age barrow (and with others nearby).

P Another large tumulus, Grydehgj, c. 40m in diameter, built in the early seventh century;
perhaps “built in honor of a high-status individual connected with [Lejre]” (Niles 191).

P Hall 2 (Mysselhgjgird) built c. 680 and (repeatedly rebuilt and) used for 300 years.

P Mysselhgjgird hall rebuilt c. 890, perhaps with “wealth gained from English conquests”
(Niles 209).



Burial Mounds: Sutton Hoo

Figure 4: Burial mounds at Sutton Hoo
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Figure §: Burial mounds at Gamla Uppsala (CC-BY-SA WMC user Pudelek)


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Royal_Mounds_of_Gamla_Uppsala_(by_Pudelek)_02.JPG

Burial Mounds: Gamla Uppsala 2/2

Figure 6: 1874 excavation of a mound at Gamla Uppsala (public domain)


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Uppsala_Mounds,_Gamla_Uppsala,_Uppland,_Sweden.jpg

The Dragon’s Lair

2212 sé de on héaum hofe hord beweotode,
stanbeorh stéarcne

271§ pat hé bi wealle wis-hycgende
gesxt on sesse  SEON enta geweorc,
ha 02 stanbogan  stapulum faste
éce eord-reced innan healde.



The Dragon’s Lair: Terminology

P beorg “(burial) mound, barrow” (2213, 2241, 2299, 2304, etc.)
P hbléw “(burial) mound, barrow” (2296, 2411, 2773)

P stanbogan “stone arches” (2213, 2545, 2718)

P stapulas “pillars” (2718; in Andreas they are of marble)

P enta geweorc “the work of giants” (2717; cf. 2774 of the hoard, 1679 of a sword)



enta geweorc: The Ruin

1 wratlic is des wealstan, wyrde gebrZcon;
burgstede burston, brosnad enta geweorc.



enta geweorc: Andreas

He be wealle geseah  wundrum faste
under sZlwage, swer-as unlytle
stapulas standan  storme bedrifene,

1495 eald enta geweorc. Heé wip anne pzra,
mihtig ond modrof, maxpel gehéde,
wis wundrum gléaw. Word stunde ahof:
“Geheér pu, marmanstan, [...]”



enta geweorc: Maxims I]

1 Cyning sceal rice healdan; ceastra béop feorran gesyne,
orpanc enta geweorc, pa pe on pysse eorpan syndon,
wratlic weallstana geweorc.



enta geweorc and ubi sunt: The Wanderer

85 Ydde swa disne eardgeard xlda Scyppend,
000zt burgwara breahtma léase,
eald enta geweorc  idlu stodon.
Sé donne disne wealsteal ~ wise gedohte
ond 0dis deorce lif déope geonddenced,

go frod in ferde  feor oft gemon,
wzlsleahta worn, ond das word acwio:

“Hw#&r cwom mearg? HwZr cwom mago? Hw&r cwom maddumgyfa?

Hwzr cwom symbla gesetu? Hwzr sindon seledréamas?
Eala beorht bune!  Eala byrnwiga!
95 Eala déodnes drym! Hi séo drag gewit,
genap under nihthelm swa héo n6 wzre!
Stonded ni on laste  léofre dugude
weal wundrum héah, wyrmlicum fah.
Eorlas fornoman  asca dryde,
100 w&pen wxlgifru, wyrd séo m&re.”



Ubi sunt (qui ante fuerunt)

Hwar syndon pas rican caseras and pa cyningas pe it w&ron, odde pa ealdormenn
pe bebodu setton? Hwiar is heora domera domstow? hwar is heora ofermédla, batan
mid moldan bepeht and on witum gewrecen? [...] Hwar com middaneardes gestréon?
Hwir com pyssere woruld welan? Hwir com foldan fagernyss? Hwiar comon pa pz
geornlicost xhta tyledon and 6drum eft yrfe l&fdon? (Napier homily 49)



Boethius

Figure 7: Munich, BSB Clm 4660, fol. 1 (detail; Carmina Burana, public domain)



The Romans, their Architecture, and Buried Treasure

409: Hér Gotan abrécon Romeburg, 7 nZfre sipan Romane ne ricsodon on Bretone.
Pzt wxs embe xi hund wintra 7 x wintra pes pe héo getimbred was. Ealles hi 0zr
rixodon on Brytene féower hund wintra 7 hund seouanti wintra syppan @rost Gaius
Talius pzt lond &rost gesohte.

418: Hér Romane gesomnodon al pa goldhord pe on Bretene wron 7 sume on eorpan
ahyddon pzt hie n&nig mon sippan findan ne meahte, 7 sume mid him on Gallia

leddon.

(Anglo-Saxon Chronicle A)
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