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Overview: Basic Patterns

Table 1: The basic Sievers types

Examples

Type Pattern
A /x/x
B x/x/
C x//x
D1 //\x
D2 //x\
E /\x/

eorlic ellen; gl@dne Hrodgar; wide sidas
ond Halga til

gebun hxfdon

fréan Scyldinga

weéold wideferhd; har hilderinc

healzrna m#st

cf. 2 trochees)
cf. 2 iambs)

cf. spondee + trochee)
cf. spondee + iamb)

(
(
(cf. iamb + trochee)
(
(
(

cf. spondee + iamb)

P Classical terminology unsuitable given

P The variable number of syllables to a dip

P (The principle that foot boundaries must coincide with word boundaries)

But we can speak of rising and falling feet.



Overview: Extended Patterns

Table 2: Sievers types with optional anacrusis and extended dips

Type Pattern Examples

A [xx] /x(xxxx)/x  h&pene xt hilde

B xxxx)x/x(x)/ and o p&re hilde stop
C (xxxxx)x//x hé lét héo pzt land baan
D1 [xx]/(xxx)/\x Offa pone szlidan

D2 [xx] / (xxx)/x(x)\ eald enta geweorc

E /\x(x)/ wZlrZste gecéas




Type Ar: /x/x

» Two lifts, no halflifts

/X /X

(1) gomban gyldan Beowulf 11a; basic pattern
/X /X

(2) Scyldes eziera Beowulf 19a; resolved second lift

X / X X X /s X
(3) Gewat him ba to V@ae Beowulf 234a; anacrusis, longer first dip, resolution



Type A2 (Heavy Verse): /\/\

P A halflift in either or both dips

(4)
)
(6)
()

7 N 7 AN
gledman Hrodgar

/s X 7 N
witena welhwylé

/N /X
sigerof kyning

7 AN /N
fyrdseary faslicu

Beowulf 367b; a secondary and a tertiary stress

Beowulf2663; resolved first lift
Beowulf 619b; resolved first lift

Beowulf232a; both halflifts resolved



Type A3 (Light Verse): xx/x

P No “first” lift
P At least two unstressed syllables before the remaining lift
P Limited to on-verse

P Single alliteration

X X X X 7/ X
(8) Nzs pxt ponne m&tost Beowulf 14552
3}

X X X X X 7/ X
(9) dara pe hé geworhte Beowulf 15782



Type B: x/x/

P Rarely more than one resolved lift

P Variable number of unstressed syllables in the first dip; rarely more than two in the second

(10)
(1)
(12)
(13)
(14)
(15)

X / X /
ond Grendles hond

X 7/ X 7/

t6 sele pam héan
S~—

X 7/ X 7/

on nicera mere
SN—— N~

X X X X /7 X 7/
swylce hie @t Finnes ham

X X X

Scolde his aldorgedal

X X X X X X 7
para pe hit mid mundum bewand

Beowulf 927b; basic pattern

Beowulf 919b; first lift resolved, contraction maintained
Beowulf 845b; both lifts resolved

Beowulf 1156a; longer first dip

Beowulf 8osb; longer first dip, parasiting vowel suppressed

Beowulf 1461b; longer dips



Type C: x//x

P Variable number of unstressed syllables in the first dip; just one in the second
P Rarely a resolved second lift
P Second lift is often carried by a short syllable (the second element in a compound)

X / 7/ X

(16) on weg panon Beowulf 844b; basic pattern

X /X%
(17) &t Wealhpeon Beowulf 629b; contraction suppressed

X X X X X /v 7/ X

(18) bonne hé on bxt sin¢ starad Beowulf 1485b; longer first dip

X X 7/ 7/ X

(19) ac hé shég/ewa_epnum Beowulf 804a; first lift resolved

X X X X 7 7 X

(20) NG ic mé an herewasmun Beowulf 6772; first lift resolved



Type D: //\x

P Second foot often a compound or derived form

P Second dip of Dr has just one unstressed syllable, first dip of D2 up to two
P Either lift may be resolved; rarely both

P Halflift usually not resolved; in D1 may be just a short syllable

P Second lift in D1 may be a short syllable

P May be “expanded” with (usually) one unstressed syllable after the first lift, requiring
double alliteration (D*1, D*2)



Type D1: //\x

/o /N X
(21) gudfremmendra Beowulf 2463; basic pattern

/o /N X
(22) ceasterbiendum Beowulf768a; parasiting vowel suppressed



Type D2 //x\

7/ 7/ X AN
(23) weold wideferhd

7/ 7/ X AN

(24) bad bolgenmod
7/ 7/ X AN

(25) maga mane fah

7/ /7 X X N\
(26) Dury sona onarn

Beowulf 702a; basic pattern
Beowulf'709a; basic pattern
Beowulf 978a; resolved first lift

Beowulf 721b; resolved first lift, longer dip



Type D*1: /x/\x

/X /N X
(27) éode yrrem(')d Beowulf 726a

/X /N X
(28) eorlum e\algscerwen Beowulf 769a; resolved second lift

X /s X s/ N X
(29) onbrzd ba IE:al/ohydlg Beowulf 723a; anacrusis, resolved second lift



Type D*2: /x/x\

/ X /7 X
(30) leoda landgeweorc Beowulf 9382

X /X /X N
(31) gehnzgde helle gast Beowulf 1274a; anacrusis



Type E: /\x/

P Either lift may be resolved; rarely both
P Dip usually a single unstressed syllable, sometimes two
P Some verses ambiguous between D2 and E; alliteration, syntax, content may help

Beowulf 850a; contraction maintained

/7 N X /
(32) deadfzge déog

/N X s
(33) sundnytte dréah Beowulf2360b; contraction maintained

/N X /

(34) welfagne winter Beowulf 1128a; parasitic vowel suppressed



Anacrusis

Verses of types A (/x/x) and D (//\x) may start with one or two unstressed syllables, which are

considered extrametrical:

X /7 X /7 X

(35) swa s& bebuged

X 7/ X / AN X
(36) befongen fréawrasnum

X X /X X /X
(37) e =t ham gé @t herge

Beowulf 1223b (type Ar)
Beowulf 14512 (type D*1)

Beowulf 12482 (type A1)



Foot Boundaries

Table 3: Foot boundaries according to Sievers

/x|/x
x/|x/
x/|/x
/1/\x
2 /|/x\
/\x|/

MY YO w >

eorlic ellen; gl®dne Hrodgar; wide sidas
ond Halga til; swa giomormod

gebun hxfdon; be yolafe

fréan Scyldinga; har hilderinc

weold wideferhd

healzrna m#st

P Verses like ond Halga til and be jolafe favour a feet division based on word boundaries (see

esp. Russom).

P Some scholars abandon Sievers’s types altogether (see again Russom).
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