
Introduction to English Linguistics

Cognates & Sound Changes ii

Latin OE PDE German
bremel bramble brom(beer)

genus cynn kin
vespa wæps wasp Wespe
pellis fell fell Fell

ǣmtig empty
offerre offrian offer opfern
dens tōþ tooth Zahn

bærnan burn brennan
pipa pīpe pipe Pfeife
-do tō to zu

1. Identify 4 items demonstrating Grimm’s Law.

2. Identify 4 items demonstrating the High German Consonant Shift.

3. Identify 2 items demonstrating metathesis.

4. Identify 2 items demonstrating epenthesis.

Variant 1 Variant 2 Variant 1 Variant 2 Variant 1 Variant 2
feh feoh hros hors niman nioman
fela feola enleofan endleofan werpa worpa
stefn stemn blīþs bliss æfterra æftra
þēodenes þēodnes hēahnes hēanes bōce bēc

5. Identify for each of the above word-pairs which phenomenon is illustrated:
f rontmutation; backmutation; breaking; retraction; elision; syncope; epenthesis;
metathesis; assimilation.
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